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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DEVICE
HAVING INTERNAL RESET/RESTART
BUTTON THAT IS ACTIVATED VIA
INSERTION TOOL ACCESSIABLE
THROUGHT SINGLE TRANSMISSION PATH
OF PLUG CONNECTION

BACKGROUND

Modern electronic devices such as PCs, laptops, smart-
phones, tablets, and TVs include a number of openings form-
ing ports for interfacing with the device. For example, many
devices include openings forming headphone and/or micro-
phone ports, universal serial bus (USB) ports, charger ports,
network connection ports, telephone connection ports, reset
ports, etc. The number, location, size, and ease of use of the
openings provided on the exterior of the device are important
aesthetic considerations in the overall form factor of the
devices. As a result, companies devote a considerable amount
of resources and expenses to design products that not only
include desired functionality, but are also aesthetically pleas-
ing to consumers.

SUMMARY

Some of the ports provided on electronic devices are not
intended for general use by consumers. For example, some
devices include a hidden switch or data port on the device
which can be activated to put the device into a test, developer,
orunlocked mode. The openings forming such ports are typi-
cally concealed in locations that cannot be seen or accessed
without removing a portion of the body of the device. How-
ever, this can make the device harder to design, more expen-
sive to manufacture, and more inconvenient to use when a
need to access such special functionality arises.

In various aspects an integrated port for connecting a
device with an accessory having a plug is provided. An open-
ing in the device may provide access to a recess of the port for
receiving one or more connectors of the plug. The recess may
include one or more terminals for electrically coupling with
one or more connectors of the plug. The recess may also
include a switch, which may be activated to change the opera-
tional state of the device into a special test or developer mode
that is not intended for general use. The switch may be pro-
vided such that insertion of the plug into the recess via the
opening electrically couples the one or more terminals of the
port with the one or more connectors of the plug without
activating the switch.

Accordingly, in one aspect a port for operating an elec-
tronic user device in one or more selected modes of operation
is provided. The port may include a body which defines an
opening forreceiving a plug in a recess of the body of the port.
One or more terminals may be exposed in the recess for
electrically coupling with one or more connectors of the plug
to operate the user device in a first mode of operation. The port
may also include a switch disposed in the recess remote from
the opening, such that activation of the switch causes the user
device to operate in a second mode of operation. The port may
be configured such that insertion of the plug into the recess via
the opening electrically couples the one or more terminals of
the port with the one or more connectors of the plug without
activating the switch.

In another aspect, a device including a memory, a proces-
sor, and a communication port is provided. The memory may
store instructions and data, and the processor may be config-
ured to execute the instructions and to process the data to
operate the device in one or more selected modes of opera-
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tion. The communication port may define an opening that
provides access to a recess in the communication port for
receiving one or more connectors of a plug of an accessory of
the device. The communication port may also include one or
more terminals, which, when electrically coupled with the
one or more connectors of the plug, may configure the device
to operate in a first mode of operation. The communication
port may further include a switch disposed in the recess,
where activation of the switch may configure the device to
operate in a second mode of operation. The communication
port may be further configured such that insertion of the plug
of the accessory into the recess of the communication port
electrically couples the one or more terminals of the port with
the one or more connectors of the plug for communication
between the device and the accessory without activating the
switch.

In yet another aspect, a method for operating a device in
one or more selected modes of operation is provided. The
method may include providing a port having an opening for
receiving one or more connectors of a plug into a recess
within the port. The method may also include exposing one or
more terminals in the recess for electrically coupling with the
one or more connectors of the plug in a first mode of opera-
tion. The method may further include disposing a switch in
the recess remote from the opening, such that activation of the
switch causes the user device to operate in a second mode of
operation, and, such that insertion of the plug into the recess
via the opening electrically couples the one or more terminals
of the port with the one or more connectors of the plug
without activating the switch.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 illustrates an electronic device including an inte-
grated port in accordance with various aspects of the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 2 illustrates a functional view of an port that integrates
aspecial function switch and an audio jack in accordance with
one aspect of the disclosure.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of an audio plug for connect-
ing with the audio jack of the integrated port illustrated in
FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 depicts a functional view of the integrated port when
the audio plug is inserted into the audio jack in accordance
with an aspect of the disclosure.

FIGS. 5-6 illustrate an operation of the device in accor-
dance with various aspects of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The aspects, features and advantages of the present disclo-
sure will be appreciated when considered with reference to
the following description of example embodiments and
accompanying figures. The same reference numbers in dif-
ferent drawings may identify the same or similar elements.
Furthermore, the following description does not limit the
present disclosure; rather, the scope of the disclosure is
defined by the appended claims and equivalents.

FIG. 1 provides a functional view of an electronics device
100 in accordance with various aspects of the disclosure.
Examples of device 100 include cameras, TVs, smartphones,
PDAs, tablets, laptops, PCs, set-top boxes, receivers, gaming
devices, etc. In one aspect, the device 100 can be at one node
of'a network and capable of wired or wireless communication
with other nodes of the network such as base stations or
servers. The device 100 may use various protocols to com-
municate with cellular networks such as 3GPP Long Term
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Evolution (LTE), other wireless networks such as WiFi, the
Internet, intranets, virtual private networks, local Ethernet
networks, private networks using communication protocols
proprietary to one or more companies, instant messaging,
HTTP and SMTP, and various combinations of the foregoing.

As shown in FIG. 1, the device 100 may include a processor
102 that is communicatively coupled with a memory 104, a
display 106, user inputs 108. The processor may also be
communicatively coupled with an integrated port 110,
described later, for interconnecting the device 100 with an
external accessory.

The processor 102 can be any conventional processor.
Alternatively, the processor can be a dedicated device such as
an ASIC. Although FIG. 1 functionally illustrates the proces-
sor, memory, and other elements as being within the same
block, the processor 102 and memory 104 can actually
include multiple processors and memories that may or may
not be stored within the same physical housing. For example,
rather than being stored in the same device, processor 102 and
memory 104 can be stored in separate devices. Accordingly,
although references to a processor or memory herein assume
that the processor and memory are stored internally within
device 100, such references include references to a collection
of processors or memories that may or may not operate in
parallel and may or may not be located a single housing.

In one aspect, device 100 stores information in memory
104 accessible by processor 102, including instructions and
data that are executed or otherwise used by the processor. The
memory 104 can be of any type capable of storing informa-
tion accessible by the processor, including a computer-read-
able medium or other medium that stores data that can be read
with the aid of an electronic device, such as ROM, RAM, a
magnetic or solid-state based hard-drive, a memory card, a
DVD or other optical disks, as well as other volatile and
non-volatile write-capable and read-only memories. The
device 100 can include different combinations of the forego-
ing, and different portions of the instructions and data may be
stored on different types of media.

The instructions can be any set of instructions to be
executed directly such as object code or indirectly such as
scripts or collections of independent source code modules
interpreted on demand by the processor. For example, the
instructions can be stored as computer code on a computer-
readable medium. In that regard, the terms “instructions,”
“programs” and “applications” may be used interchangeably
herein.

Data may retrieved, stored or modified by processor 102 in
accordance with the instructions. For instance, while the data
is not limited to any particular data structure, the data can be
stored in computer registers, in a relational database as a table
having multiple different fields and records, XML documents
or flat files. The data can also be formatted in any computer-
readable format. By further way of example only, data may
include audio data, video data, user data, program data, etc.
The data can include any information sufficient to identify the
relevant information, such as numbers, descriptive text, pro-
prietary codes, references to data stored in other areas of the
same memory or different memories including other network
locations, or information that is used by a function to calcu-
late the relevant data.

The display 106 can be a small LCD touch-screen or any
other display device that is operable to display textual or
graphic information to a user. The user inputs 108 may
include one or more buttons, a mouse, a keyboard, etc for
receiving inputs from a user.

As referenced above, in various aspects the device 100 may
include an opening forming the integrated port 110 that

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

includes connections for interconnecting the device 100 to an
external accessory. In a particular aspect, a mechanism such
as a switch for activating a special function of the device may
be integrated into the integrated port 110 without requiring
any separate openings in the device.

FIG. 2 illustrates a functional view of the integrated port
110. As seen in FIG. 2, a recess 202 forming the integrated
port 110 may include one or more terminals 204, 206, and 208
that may be located proximally in an axial direction to an
opening of the recess 202. The terminals may be configured to
electrically couple with and retain a connector or plug of an
external accessory device such as a cylindrical plug of a
headphone.

As shown, the recess 202 forming the integrated port 110
also includes a switch 210 that may be located distally in an
axial direction from the opening exposing the recess on the
surface of device. The switch 210, when activated by, for
example, mechanical pressure applied to the switch, may
generate a software or hardware interrupt which configures
the processor 102 of the device 100 to execute a special
program or routine in the memory 104. The activation of the
switch 210 integrated into the port 110 may thus temporarily
modify the operation of the device 100 until the switch is
activated again or until the device power is recycled. For
example, the state of the device may change into a developer
or test state, not intended for general use by a consumer,
which allows an operator access to and/or causes the proces-
sor to execute and process restricted routines and data in the
device that are not intended to be available during general use.
Once the device 100 has been switched into a special opera-
tional state, an operator may interact with the device in that
operational state using the display 106 and the inputs 108. In
other aspects, the activation of the switch 210 may resultin a
state that does not require any operator further interaction,
such as performing a hard reset of the device into a factory
default state.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a three-connector head-
phone plug 302 which may be inserted into the recess 202.
Upon insertion of the plug 302 into the port, the terminals
204, 206, and 208 may respectively couple with a tip connec-
tor 304, a ring connector 306 and a sleeve connector 308
provided on the plug 302. The tip connector 304 and the ring
connector 306 may also be connected with, for example, aleft
speaker and a right speaker of the headphone. The sleeve
connector 308 may be used as a ground connection. While
three connections are shown, other examples may include 1,
2, or 4 or more connectors (e.g., for an RJ-11 or RJ-45 plug).

FIG. 4 shows a view after the insertion of the plug 302 into
recess 202 of the integrated port 110. As shown, terminals
204, 206, and 208 of the integrated port 110 may each elec-
trically couple with corresponding connectors 304, 306 and
308 of the plug respectively. Furthermore, the connectors of
the plug 302 and the switch 210 may be separated by a gap
400 in the recess 202, such that switch 210 is not activated
when the plug 302 is fully inserted into the integrated port and
the connectors of the plug engage with the terminals of the
integrated port.

In one aspect, a partition 402 including a sub-opening 404
may be provided in the recess 202. The partition may be
located in the gap 400 to further separate and prevent the
connectors of the plug 302 from activating the switch 210.
The diameter or size of the sub-opening 404 may be further
configured such that switch 210 is not visible or at least not
easily discernible upon bare examination of the recess 202 of
the integrated port 110. For example, the diameter of the
sub-opening may be substantially smaller (e.g., less than or
equal to 50%) than the diameter of the recess 202 of the
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integrated port, which may also restrict the manner and type
of tool with which the switch 210 may be activated in the
absence of plug 302 from the recess.

The processor 102 of the device 100 may be configured to
operate in different modes depending upon whether a detec-
tion result indicates that a plug 302 has been inserted into the
integrated port 110 (first operational mode) or that the switch
210has been activated using an appropriate tool other than the
plug 302 (second operational mode). As shown in FIG. 5, for
example, upon detecting the insertion of the plug 302 into the
port 110 (e.g., by sensing a change in the current, potential, or
resistance at one or more of the terminals 204, 206 and 208
which engage with respective connectors of the plug 302), the
processor 102 may provide a message on the display 106
indicating that a headphone has been detected by the device
and accordingly function in the first mode of operation. Upon
detection of the headphone plug, for example, audio data
selected by a user may be output by the processor in the first
mode of operation via the terminals of the integrated port 110
to one or more external speakers of the headphone instead of
a speaker(s) built into the device.

Alternatively, and as shown in FIG. 6, the processor 102
may detect that the switch 210 has been activated via
mechanical pressure applied using an appropriate tool (other
than the plug 302 which engages with the terminals of the
integrated port and results in detection of the plug) and may
take appropriate action in response to the activation of the
switch by switching from the first mode of operation into a
second mode of operation. The tool may be any implement
(e.g., a narrow elongated pin) that may be inserted into the
recess 202 to activate the switch 210, and which does not
electrically engage with the terminals provided in the inte-
grated port. As described above, the second mode of opera-
tion may be a special mode of operation not intended for
general users, such as a test mode, a developer mode, a reset
mode, etc.

While switch 210 has been illustrated as a mechanical
switch, the disclosure is not so limited. In other aspects, the
switch 210 may also implemented, for example, as an optical
or solid state switch. In yet other aspects, the switch 210 may
also be implemented, not as a switch per se, but as a sub-port
having a number of sub-connectors (different from the termi-
nals) for receiving and transmitting data to other devices. The
sub-port may be activated upon insertion of a sub-connector
into the sub-port, and, as before, the integrated port 110 may
be configured such that insertion of the plug 302 that engages
the terminals 204, 206, and 208 of the integrated port does not
result in the activation of sub-port.

As mentioned above, while the integrated port 110 has
been illustrated in the embodiments above as including a
three terminal jack for connecting with a three-connector
headphone plug, the disclosure is not so limited. In other
embodiments, the opening forming the integrated port may
include greater or lesser number of terminals for engaging
other types of plugs, such as four-pin headphone plugs that
include a microphone pin connected to an external micro-
phone accessory.

In addition, the type of the integrated port 110 is also not
limited. For example, it is contemplated that switch 210 may
be integrated into openings forming other types of input/
output ports such as Universal Serial Bus (USB) ports, device
charger ports, communication jacks (e.g., RJ-11 or RJ-45
ports), external antennal ports, etc. In all cases, the processor
102 may distinguish between normal usage of the integrated
port using a connector that connects with one or more termi-
nals of the port, versus when the switch, which may be located
proximate to yet separate from the terminals, is activated
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using an appropriate tool other than the particular connector
that engages the terminals of the integrated port.

The aspects disclosed above have a number of advantages.
For example, eliminating the need for a separate opening
helps reduce the number of openings provided on consumer
devices such as smart-phones or tablets, which is an impor-
tant factor in the aesthetic look of the device. Furthermore,
special functions of the device may be more easily invoked
without requiring a removal of a portion of the body of the
device. Yet further, a mechanism for activating the special
function(s) may be integrated into an existing opening form-
ing an input/output port of the device, such that the mecha-
nism cannot be easily detected or accidentally activated by a
consumer during normal operation of the device.

Although the disclosure herein has been described with
reference to particular embodiments, it is to be understood
that these embodiments are merely illustrative of the prin-
ciples and applications of the present disclosure. It is there-
fore to be understood that numerous modifications may be
made to the illustrative embodiments and that other arrange-
ments may be devised without departing from the spirit and
scope of the present disclosure as defined by the appended
claims. Furthermore, while particular processes are shown in
a specific order in the appended drawings, such processes are
not limited to any particular order unless such order is
expressly set forth herein.

The invention claimed is:

1. A port of a user device to operate the user device in one
or more selected modes of operation, the port comprising:

a body defining an opening to a recess for receiving one or

more connectors of a plug;

one or more terminals exposed in the recess for electrically
coupling with the one or more connectors of the plug in
a first mode of operation; and,

a switch disposed in the recess remote and distal from the
opening, activation of the switch causing the user device
to operate in a second mode of operation;

wherein, upon full insertion of the plug into the recess via
the opening electrically coupling the one or more termi-
nals of the port with the one or more connectors of the
plug, there is a physical gap between the distally dis-
posed switch and the one or more connectors of the plug
that are electrically coupled with the one or more termi-
nals of the port such that the switch is not activatable by
the plug.

2. The port of claim 1, wherein the switch is a mechanical

switch.

3. The port of claim 1, wherein the port is an audio port for
transmitting audio data from the user device or receiving
audio data in the user device via at least one of the terminals
of the port electrically coupled with at least one of the con-
nectors of the plug in the first mode of operation.

4. The port of claim 1, wherein the one or more terminals of
the port are located proximal to the opening providing access
to the recess.

5. The port of claim 1, further comprising a partition having
an sub-opening, the partition being disposed at a location in
the recess between the switch and the one or more connectors
of the plug that are electrically coupled with the one or more
connectors of the plug and preventing the plug from activat-
ing the switch.

6. The port of claim 1, wherein the switch, when activated,
changes the operational state of the user device from the first
mode of operation to the second mode of operation.

7. A port of a user device to operate the user device in one
or more selected modes of operation, the port comprising:
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abody defining an opening to a recess for receiving one or
more connectors of a plug;
one or more terminals exposed in the recess for electrically
coupling with the one or more connectors of the plug in
a first mode of operation; and,
a switch disposed in the recess remote from the opening,
activation of the switch changing the operational state of
the user device from the first mode of operation to the
second mode of operation;
wherein:
insertion of the plug into the recess via the opening
electrically couples the one or more terminals of the
port with the one or more connectors of the plug
without activating the switch, and

the switch is activated by receiving a tool, different from
the plug, into the recess of the port via the opening
without electrically coupling with any of the one or
more terminals exposed in the recess of the port.

8. A device comprising:

a memory storing instructions and data; and,

a processor configured to execute the instructions and to
process the data; and

a communication port defining an opening to a recess for
receiving one or more connectors of a plug of an acces-
sory of the device;

wherein the communication port includes a switch dis-
posed in the recess remote and distal from the opening,
and one or more terminals for electrically coupling with
the one or more connectors of the plug in a first mode of
operation, activation of the switch causing the device to
operate in a second mode of operation;

wherein upon full insertion of the plug ofthe accessory into
the recess of the communication port electrically cou-
pling the one or more terminals of the port with the one
or more connectors of the plug for communication
between the device and the accessory without activating
the switch, there is a physical gap between the distally
disposed switch and the one or more connectors of the
plug that are electrically coupled with the one or more
terminals of the port such that the switch is not activat-
able by the plug.

9. The device of claim 8, wherein the processor is config-
ured to detect an activation of the switch and, in response to
the activation of the switch, change an operational state of the
device from the first mode of operation to the second mode of
operation.

10. A device comprising:

a memory storing instructions and data; and,

a processor configured to execute the instructions and to

process the data; and

a communication port defining an opening to a recess for
receiving one or more connectors of a plug of an acces-
sory of the device;

wherein the communication port includes a switch and one
or more terminals for electrically coupling with the one
or more connectors of the plug in a first mode of opera-
tion, activation of the switch causing the device to oper-
ate in a second mode of operation;

wherein insertion of the plug of the accessory into the
recess of the communication port electrically couples
the one or more terminals of the port with the one or
more connectors of the plug for communication between
the device and the accessory without activating the
switch;

wherein the processor is configured to detect an activation
of the switch and, in response to the activation of the
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switch, change an operational state of the device from
the first mode of operation to the second mode of opera-
tion; and

wherein the switch is configured to be activated via inser-

tion of a tool, different from the plug, into the recess of
the port without electrically coupling with any ofthe one
or more terminals exposed in the recess of the port.

11. The device of claim 9, wherein the processor is further
configured to:

detect insertion of the plug of the accessory into the com-

munication port by sensing a change in an electrical
potential, current, or resistance in at least one of the
terminals of the port that is electrically coupled with at
least one of the connectors of the plug.

12. The device of claim 11, wherein, upon detecting the
insertion of the plug of the accessory into the communication
port, the processor is further configured to:

transmit the data to the accessory or receive the data from

the accessory via at least one of the terminals of the port
electrically coupled with at least one of the connectors of
the plug.

13. The device of claim 8, wherein the communication port
is an audio port.

14. The device of claim 8, wherein the switch is a mechani-
cal switch.

15. The device of claim 8, wherein the device is a phone, a
tablet, a personal digital assistant, a laptop, or a personal
computer.

16. The device of claim 8, wherein the device is a portable
handheld device.

17. A method for operating a device in one or more selected
modes of operation, the method comprising:

providing a port having an opening for receiving one or

more connectors of a plug, the opening providing access
to a recess within the port;

exposing one or more terminals in the recess for electri-

cally coupling with the one or more connectors of the
plug in a first mode of operation;
disposing a switch in the recess remote from the opening,
activation of the switch changing an operational state of
the device from the first mode of operation to a second
mode of operation upon activation of the switch; and

receiving a tool, different from the plug, into the recess of
the port for activation of the switch, insertion of the tool
resulting in activation of the switch without electrically
coupling the tool with any of the one or more terminals
exposed in the recess of the port;

wherein, insertion of the plug into the recess via the open-

ing electrically couples the one or more terminals of the
port with the one or more connectors of the plug without
activating the switch.
18. The method of claim 17, the method further comprising
transmitting audio data from the device or receiving audio
data in the device via at least one of the terminals of the port
electrically coupled with at least one of the connectors of the
plug in the first mode of operation.
19. The method of claim 17, the method further compris-
ing:
locating the one or more terminals of the port proximal to
the opening providing access to the recess, and,

locating the switch distal to the opening such that insertion
of the plug into the recess results in a physical gap
between the switch and the one or more connectors of
the plug that are electrically coupled with the one or
more terminals of the port.

20. The method of claim 17, the method further compris-
ing:



US 9,239,633 B1
9

disposing a partition having an sub-opening at a location in
the recess between the switch and the one or more con-
nectors of the plug that are electrically coupled with the
one or more connectors of the plug.
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